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ARRIVII{G AT A U,S. PORT OF ENTRY ,.. WHAT A EXCHAI{GE VISITOR CAN EXPECT

U.S. Immig.ation and Customs Enforcement's Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SE\?) is
committed to facilitating your stay in the United States while you take advantage of our nation's
academic, educational, and cultual offedngs. To enhance security without slowing legitimate travel, the
Department of Homeland Secudty (DHS) has instituted some changes in U.S. enty and exit procedures.
Careful planning and preparation by intemational students can ensure that any delay based on these
procedues is minimal.

PLAN YOT]R ARRIVAL

Exchange Visitors are prohibited ftom entering the United States more than 30 days in advance of the
program sta.rt date identiJied in Item 3 of the DS 2019. Some Exchange Visito$ Program sponsors may
restrict early entry to less than 30 days. Please check with you sponsor for specific rcqufuements.

ALWAYS II{ND CARRY YOIJ'R DOCUMENTS

Do not check the following documents in your baggage. If your baggage is lost or delayed, you will
be unable to present the documents at your polt of entry. As a result, you may not be able to enter the
United States.

1. Your passport, valid for at least six months beyond t}le date of your expected stay and
2. If re-entering the United States, the DS-2019.

In addition, it is strongly recommended that you also hand catry the;following documentatiotx:

1 Evidence of financial resouces;
2. Letter of acceptance as a participant in the Exchange Visitor Progam;
3. Paper receipt for the SEVIS fee, Form I-797; and
4. Name and contact infomation for your sponsoring organization, including a 24-hour emergency

contact number.

For greater detail on procedures for traveling and ariving in the United States, visit:
http ://educationusa.state. gov/predeparture/trayeycustoms.htm



COMPLETE YOUR ENTRY PAPERWORK

If Arriving By Air: Flight attendants will distribute Customs Declaration Forms (CF-6059) and
Arival- Departure Record Forms (1-94). These must be completed prior to landing.

If Arriving By Land or Sea: The CBP Officer at the port of entry will provide the necessary Customs
Declaration Forms (CF 6059) and Arrival-Departure Record Forms (I-94) to be filled out upon your
arlival.

AS YOU ARRIVE AT THE PORT OF ENTRY

Proceed to the terminal alea for arriving passengers. Have the following documents available for
presentation: yow passpofl; thg sealed envelope that contains your DS-2019; Arival-Departure Record
Form (I-94); and Customs Declaration Form (CF-6059). The Form I-94 should reflect the address where
you will reside, not the address ofthe program.

A1l visitors entering the United States must state thet rcason for wishing to enter the county. You will
also be asked to provide information about your final destination. It is important that you tel the CBP
Officer t}at you will be an exchange visitor, Be prcpared to include the name and addrcss of the
school progmm where you will enrolvpafiicipate.

Once your inspection is successfully completed, the inspecting officer will:

r Stamp your SEVIS Form for duration of status (.!D/S',) for J visa holders with date and port
of entry

o Stamp the Arrival-Departure Record Form (I-94) and staple it in the passport

FOLLOWINC ADMISSION INTO THE UMTED STATES

Exchange Visitors must report to their Exchange Visitor Program sponsor within 30 days of the program
begin date identified in line 3 of the DS 2019 to have their participation in the program activity
validated. Exchange Visito$ in programs begining wirh "c" listed in item 2 ofthe DS 2019, and who
are being sponsorcd for less than 30 days, must have their sponsor validate their participation prior to
the end date listed in Item 3 of the DS 2019. Failure to have Dafiicipation validared will result in an
automatic invalidated SEVIS record.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

SECONDARY INSPECTION REQUIRXMENTS

If the CBP officer at the port of entry cannot initiatly verify yow information or you do not have all of
the required documentation, you may be dirccted to an interview area known as "secondary inspection."
Secondary inspection allows inspectors to conduct additional research in order to verify information
without causing delays for other arriving passengers.

The CBP officer will fust attempt to ve fy your status by using the Student and Exchange and Visitor
Information System (SEVIS). In the event that the CBP officer needs to verify your
admissiodparticipation with your sponsor we strongly recommend that you have the name and
telephone number of your J.l Exchange Visitor Program spoDsor available. In the event you arive
during non-business hours (evenings, weekends, holidays), you should also have the emergency phone



numDer.

Failue to comply with U.S. govemment entry-exit procedurgs may result in youl being denied enty to
the United States. Under certain circumstances, the CBP officer may issue a "Notice to Student or
Exchange Visitor" Folm (I-515A), which authorizes temporary admission into the United States. Work
with your program sponsor to submit proper documentation without delay.

US.VISIT

All nonimmigrant visitors holding visas-rcgardless of race, national origin, or religion -participate in the
US-VISIT, a comprehensive registration [acking system for entries to and exists Aom the United States.
The progmm involves obtaining a scan of two index fingerprints and a digital photogaph. For more
information: www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interaoo/editoriaVeditorial 0440.xm1

NATIONAL SECURITY ENTRY-EXIT (NSEER) REGISTRATION SYSTEM

Some individuals will be asked to provide additional information under the National Security Enfty-Exit
Registration System, or NSEERS. A packet of infomation will be available at tle pofi of entry
explaining the registration procedure. For more information:
wrvwdhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/editoriavedit

# ICE#

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement is the largest investigative arm of the Depatment of
Homelard Security.



Homeland US'UTSIr''Ws Security l(.eplng Anen.a! Doot oPd .nit our Natid 5.4n.

U S-Vl5lT' 
" 

..unuum of seority meeies that besins @trea5 at the Departnert ot state s vjsa'issuins po5t5
and continues thrcuqh amlal and departure nom the United States ofAmenca Using biometiics suh I digital, jnkle$

nngerscns and digital photognphtthe jdentity ofvsitoE requinng a vjeato ira\€l to the United states is now mat.hed at each
nep io ensure tiat the person crcssing ou. border i, the sanre p€rson who recejved the Msa- lt also helF rE know when
MsitoE M6tay the terms oftheir admEsion. Finally Ure bionetri6 helP secure tfe Msitors'ideni'V in the e!€nt then tawl
d@mentr are losi or nolen.

Us-VlslI procedurer apply to vieitort holding a foreign patsPort ot vita.

For all traveien, the pEcets ie falt and timple.

Ihe goaL of Us-VlslT are to:
* Erhance the s€ority ofour citizens and Mntort
* Facilliate legitinate tEwl ard ta.le
* Ensure the integnry of our immigEtion system
* Protect the di€d ofour visiiors

The Us VlsTprocess lnvolvet colle.ting travel infonn atiof and biometric identifierr" (such as digital fing erscan s,
using a simple, inkless deMce) from visiiors to assjn the Depadmert of 5tate consular Officer and the L I s .r itoms

and Border Proteciion Offrcerin malirg adnriseibilliy decisjon s.

nre identity of vlsitors wlo travelto the United Siates will be matched upon their amval and departure The5e entry
and erit pro.edures address our criticalreedfortjghter security and our ongoinq comrnitment to facilitate iravelfor
ihe millions oflegitimate vjsitoE we welcome each year to condu.t busine$, learn, 5ee fanily, or tour the country

Bycapturing visjto6' bjometncs usjnq an inkless digital fingerscanner, we are able io conduct this m atchinq
processnore qui.tlyandwiih more certainq,thar bysearclring databaees byname aLone.

Upon npplying fior aVisa
vis'toB who are requted to obtain a visa to tia!€l to the Unites states mun 9o thrcugh a pmral interview at a M5a issuing pon
Thie process includes enrcllirg in US-V 5 T having irc1ndexfirgels scannedby an inklesrdeMce alld a drgitalphotoEaph taken
ThB into niation a5sisi5 the Department ofstate ConsLiar offics in makinq dmSons abort ieeuing a Msa

tlpon Arrival
]he anival proce$ for th e most part remains unch anqed and will be familiar to iniernational visitoB At an air or sea
!od. travel documents such as a Dassport and a visa willbe reviewed and a U.5 Custons and Borde. Protection
Officerwillasl spe.inc question s regarding ihevisitoE nay in the U.s.

i r . € = l - - -
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Visitois who enrolledjn U5-Vl5 T at the visa issuinq pon will
repeat the process ofhaving their two index fingers scanned and photograpf taken to ensure that
thepe6on ertering thecountryi5 the samepeEor whowati55uedthevisa.

Ar pa.t ofthe erhancedprocedures, \dsitors have their two
index fingert scanned by an inklete ilevi.e and a iligital
plotograph taken. Tlris infonnation is used to aseist the U.5.
Custons and Border Protectjon otricer in dete.minjng whether
or rot to adnrit the visjtor'ftret€ €nhanceal Ptoceduret a.ld
only se.onds to the vitito/t overall ptocesing tin€.



Upon Departure
The mo5i noiable .hange fo. intem atior al vBitors will be new exlt procedures.

U5-Vl5lT""r,..esthe eecuriry of the unjted states whireiacrLitatins
legitirnate travel and tlade. The United states is stjll a natjon where djveEity is
celebrated and people ftom all over the tlorld are welcome.Today we lile mo+ otler
counines - are workjnq to leep our borders seore while we maintain the
fieedom to exchanqe ideas,leepbusinessesthnMng, and ennch lives all over the wond.

As part of us v 5 lviritoE win eveihralvne€dto vedry then departue.rhe u5 VlslT system is desjqned to
mal€ this clrtrket process easy and invol!€s a test of aldmated seltunice wrknations and otfer
altemauEs in the intemational departure are6 of air and sea portt. By (annlng tnwl dffeir and
Gptunnq nngers.ans on tlie ,ane inkless deice the s)5tem matches the vistori ide.hry vennes departure
and.onfms .ompliarce with U.5 jmmjqEnon poliqy Cohpliance wth these ne seonry procduEs i5 citjcal
b€.ause the exii infonnation drc will be addedio the Vsitor9'tlav€l record io do..ument then statu torinare
Msils to the United stats.

us vls l will safegua.dt|e personal information collected in a mannei that is resporsible and respeciful of privacy
concemr. Data obiained fronr visitors is securely stored and m ade available only to auihorized officiak on a
need to lnow basis Us Vls T conforms to all appropnate U.5. privacy laws. A U s Vls T pnvacy o1trcer is available io
an swer quenion s or rcsolve concerns and rn ay be contacted througl U4aladl5.gqlqr:lEil by sending an ernajl to
priva.y@dis.gov or bywntinq to the Pyivacy Ofilcer, Departnent of Homeland secunty, U5 V 5lT,4r5 Eye Street, NW
Washinoton DC 2oc?6.

About Privacy

US-VlslT helpr to seru'e our boyile6, facilitate the entry and exit Fo.ers, and €nrure the integrity of our
immigration syrtem while tespe.ting lhe envilor|ment and the prlva(y of our vtuiton.

w.dhi.9ovluwitit


